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February 1994 Bureau of Reclamation
Big Chino Groundwater Study Technical Report

John:

I wanted to follow-up on our discussion at the Saturday, April 18 Earth Day celebration at Granite
Creek Park. You referenced the 1994 U. S. Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) report. What I heard
you say was the 1994 BOR report was definitive proof that pumping by the City of Prescott would
cause harm to the Verde River. When I tried to offer my viewpoint on that report, I felt that you
were summarily dismissing my comments as someone not qualified to discuss the report.

I do not feel that I need to be a hydrologist or geologist to comment on the 1994 BOR report. The
most important trait I developed during my education was the ability to think for myself.

As I mentioned at Earth Day and at my CWAG March 14 presentation, at one point in my career
with the Information Technology Shared Services department of Amoco Corporation (now BP) in
Chicago, I was in charge of the mathematical modeling group. That group developed and
maintained all the mathematical models for Amoco Corporation worldwide. Many of those models
were significantly larger and more complex than the 1994 BOR groundwater model (33 rows, 87
columns, 7 layers and cell interval 2 mile). My experience with model development, from initial
conceptualization through development and calibration runs into actual use provides me with a
background that is fairly unique for a municipal official.

I have attached my analysis of the 1994 BOR. The city worked with the BOR in its preparation
and provided previous studies the city had done as input to their study. Hopefully, we can start to
agree on what is “Known” and what is “Unknown” about water in the Upper Verde Basin.

Sincerely yours,

o

Jack D. Wilson

cc: William Meyer, 13709 Forked Trail, Prescott, AZ 86305
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